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Vatican asks Catholics To Fund Inquisition-like Investigation against Women 
Religious 
 
The Vatican has requested that U.S. Catholics contribute $1.1 million to fund an 
investigation of women religious in the United States. The Vatican claims this 
investigation is to evaluate the "quality of the life" of women religious.  
  
This request for funding is deeply problematic. First, many dioceses already suffer from 
a lack of resources causing many parishes to be closed.  Catholic families are 
struggling to make ends meet during this economic recession.  Those same families 
and parishes are now being asked to donate their money to investigate the very sisters 
who have faithfully served them for years. 
  
"Surely, during this time of economic struggle the Vatican could use $1.1 million to help 
meet the needs of the most vulnerable in our society," says Jim FitzGerald, Call To 
Action Executive Director.   
  
Secondly, Mother Mary Claire Millea, head of this investigation, admitted that those 
who have already financially contributed to this investigation do not want their names 
publicized.  As a matter of justice, those being investigated have the right to know who 
is funding such an investigation and the real reasons why this inquiry is being 
conducted. 
  
"We are also concerned that the Vatican and some bishops may take money that has 
already been donated for other causes and use it to fund this inquisition-like 
investigation," says FitzGerald.  "The lack of transparency is very disturbing." 
  
Call To Action is calling on its 25,000 members to contact their bishops and request 
that their dioceses not fund this investigation.  We believe financially contributing to this 
unnecessary inquiry perpetuates the abuse of power that is so prevalent within the 
Church hierarchy. 
 
### 
  
Call To Action (CTA) is a Catholic movement working for equality and justice in the Church and 
society. An independent national organization of over 25,000 people and 53 local chapters, CTA 
believes that the Spirit of God is at work in the whole church, not just its appointed leaders. Visit 
our website at www.cta-usa.org. 


